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Looking Back on 2022!



Val Kosmider has “retired” as President and CEO of the Associa-
tion.  We thought at this time it would be good to recap his years 
of participation having served as President on three separate oc-
casions.

Val first came to BLA at the invitation of Ron 
Siegfried, who cleverly advised Val that if he 
was concerned about certain activities (spe-
cifically the BLA burning policy) around the 
lake he should attend one of our meetings. 
Little did he know that this was the “hook” to 
bring him onto the Board.

During those early years Val worked on water 
quality and explored many of the portions of 
our Lake which for reasons of development, 
agriculture or commercial activity were sus-
pect to pollution. Chief among them was a 
long running effort to keep Bluff City sewage overflow out of the 
lake. An early project was arranging a trip to TVA’s River operation 
center including our friends from ETSU.  The trip to Knoxville was 
as informative as anything we have undertaken. To see the entire 
TVA system “at work” was remarkably helpful as to how Boone 
Lake “fits” into the entire scheme.

Val served during some of the most difficult years for the Associa-
tion. When TVA discovered that Boone Dam had a leak, the water 
level plunged in concern, and supporters abandoned BLA. Prob-
ably the turning point from a leadership perspective was when 
the Board, citing a dearth of funding, considered disbanding. The 
future was bleak.

Val became President and the search was on to find funds to keep 
the Association afloat. To the rescue, Tom McKee, former Johnson 
City Mayor, Brightridge counsel, and general man of all things 
municipal undertook with Val to canvas the local municipalities 
to find funds to keep BLA afloat. The story line was “TVA gives the 
local municipalities millions of dollars in economic impact pay-
ments while the dam is being repaired, and why couldn’t those 
funds be used to help the Association.  Johnson City and Wash-
ington County were on board quickly and Sullivan County fol-
lowed.  This funding and judicious management enabled BLA to 
weather the storm.

Another massive solicitation effort produced enough funding to 
purchase a skimmer.  Again, Washington County, Johnson City 
and Sullivan County supported our efforts, and we christened 
Skimmer #1 in 2021. TVA donated a Caterpillar Telehandler with 
which to unload the skimmer.

Much of Val’s tenure was dedicated to dealing with a myriad of 
issues; planning, organizing, and executing a series of operations 
in order to rid the lake of new growth, trash, logs, old docks, cab-
ins and all manner of floating “stuff” that made its way into a lake.  
Val coordinated the effort as BLA worked with TVA, the Boone 
Dam Repair Coalition and our dedicated Lake Operations Crew 
to employ every manner of equipment to rid the lake of thou-
sands…probably hundreds of thousands…of tons of “stuff”.  The 

coordination with our partners, our supporters, and the lake com-
munity made this process go as smoothly.  

Val led the Board’s effort to get our message 
out as far and wide as possible, and it worked. 
Our supporter base grew,(although still short 
of 2014), our coffers improved, and the orga-
nization seemed to take on a whole new light 
to all involved.

2021 brought a new set of challenges: Infla-
tion, and cost pressures at every turn. Once 
again Val turned to raising funds (which he 
avows to truly dislike, but…) in order to bring 
wages for the permanent Lake Operations 
Crew into line with prevailing market condi-
tions. Not only wages, but every aspect of the 

financials needed review including fuel, maintenance, repairs and 
even the cost of disposing and recycling of tires from the lake.

At last, the long seven years was finally over and in 2022 Val got 
to hold the scissors for BLA as a gathering of all involved cut the 
ribbon on a grand reopening of Boone Dam. 

As Val concludes his time as President (yes it has spanned many 
years and more than one “administration”) BLA is near completion 
of its latest capital project: A powered barge and boom with which 
to remove logs, Styrofoam and other heavy debris from the lake. 
Becoming more efficient and effective with our resources has been 
a hallmark of Val’s tenure and this barge is but one example of the 
effort of the entire Board to make BLA better… with less.

We thank Val for his dedication to BLA and look forward to his 
continued support as one of our trusted advisors.

Thank You Val BLA Board                                                      

Your 2023 Board of Directors/Advisors

(left to right) Val Kosmider (Advisor), Jeanette Bailey (COO), Jordan 
Bedford, Laurie Spring, Gary and Sue Parker, Ann Larson (Secretary), Jim 

Slaight (CFO), and Frank Hahne (CEO), (not present, Jerry Frank)



Individual Contributions are the foundation 
of the BLA.  Individuals founded BLA 39 years 
ago and still lead the way, but now companies 
and government agencies also help support us.  
BLA continues to make steady progress toward 
its goal of exceeding the all-time high contribu-
tor count of 601 in 2014 before the dam repair 
began.  Following 2014 there was a decline of 
contributors to 263 in 2017 and then a rise to 
481 in 2022 because of an extensive outreach 
by BLA to reengage its contributors.  BLA’s on-
going objective is to return to and exceed its 

2014 high level mark of +600 who are willing 
to Keep Boone Lake clear, clean and safe.    
 
If you live on or near the lake, please ask your 
neighbor to support us.  A first-time contribu-
tion goes a long way helping fund our crews 
and equipment. 

Currently less than 30% of 1,725 lake-front 
properties contribute support; but on a posi-
tive note, the continued generosity of our cur-
rent contributors, our average contribution 

amount is up to $173.   We have received 78 
- $250 contributions and 40 that ranged be-
tween $500 and $2,500.  Forty contributors 
made multiple contributions this year.   Any-
one spending time on the lake this summer 
noticed the impact BLA had on the cleanli-
ness and overall beauty of the lake.  This is 
the result of your generous support of BLA for 
which we are grateful.  Please help us continue 
this progress.

Skimmer #2 Capital Project.
BLA is getting close (84%) to completing the 2nd Skimmer Boat/Barge capital projects started over 2 years ago with a $62,500 
grant from Sullivan County.  This August the City of Bristol awarded a $10,000 grant towards BLA’s Skimmer #2 Crane Boat—fol-
lowed by TVA with a $5,000 grant in December and an earlier $5,000 contribution from Mr. William Greene.  Yamaha Motor 
Corporation, U.S.A. contributed a 175hp engine that will then be outfitted with controls and mounted onto the barge before 
the 2023 season begins in March.  The rigging and controls will be contributed by Boone Lake Marina.  Rockingham Marina 
has donated the cost/use of a 16’x40’ covered slip to protect the completed crane barge.  As we enter 2023 the City of King-
sport is still considering their support to help complete the two Skimmer capital project on Boone Lake that overflows into Fort 
Patrick Henry Lake as part of the Holston River system.
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Boat—followed by TVA with a $5,000 grant in December and an earlier $5,000 contribution 
from Mr. William Greene.  Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. contributed a 175hp engine 
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Washington 
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Sullivan 
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Johnson 
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Kingsport  TOTAL 

BLA Requested     62,500          62,500          62,500          31,250          31,250       250,000  
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JOHNSON CITY – Over the Years
The Boone Lake Association would like to acknowledge and thank the City of Johnson City for their long term and ongoing 
support of BLA.  Below is a list of what Johnson City provides, doing their part in many ways to help make Boone Lake cleaner 
and safer for all to enjoy.  

•	 Brush Truck Service at Winged 
Deer Park and Pickens Bridge 
picking up hazardous logs and 
natural wood debris collected 
from the lake.

•	 Dumpster Service at Winged 
Deer Park and Pickens Bridge 
to dispose of trash and other 
debris collected from the lake.

•	 Partnered with Washington 
County to contribute funds 
($62,500) from the TVA 

economic impact funds for BLA 
to purchase the first Skimmer 
Boat capital project.

•	 Provides a gated boat ramp, 
dumpster and a safe fenced in 
area to park the Telehandler 
that are all essential to operate 
the skimmer boat.

•	 Has made other cash 
contributions to assist BLA 
projects in past years.

•	 Allows use of the Winged Deer 
Park Pavilion for BLA’s annual 
Boone Lake Cleanup “cash for 
trash” picnic the last Saturday 
of every April and provides 
large dumpsters at 3 locations 
for that event.  

•	 Allows use of a Board 
Conference Room at Winged 
Deer Park for Monthly 
Meetings.

We appreciate East Tenn Rent-All



Boone Lake Fishing Report
– Capt. Jonathan Black

Fishing on Boone Lake right now is quite possibly 
the best it is all year. With the lake draw down, 
comes the cooler water temps. The Crisp cool 
mornings bring summer water temps down as the 
wind agitates the surface of the water. Lake levels 
are about as low as they will go this winter. This 
positions the fish on the channel ledges, where 
the rivers naturally follow the contours from the 
original river edges. The crappie bite has been 
really good as is expected to get better. Try small 
jigs and minnows below the docks, and on the 
tops of trees in water ranging from 20-60 feet. 
Working the jig slower is a good idea as the fish 

match their activity level to the water temps of 
the Lake. 

Trout have been good, close to the rapids, on 
each side of the lake where the water shallows 
dramatically from the winter draw down. Flies are 
a favorite for winter fishing. Also, live minnows 
work equally as well. Try free lining them in 
deeper waters in and around channels and under 
floating docks. Look for a light bite, in all species, 
during these winter months. 

Bass fishing is awesome right now. Try 
Crankbaits, jerk baits, and Texas rigged 
worms on ledges dropping into the main lake 
channels. Remember not to work the lures 
as fast, be deliberate in your action as not to 

work them in an overly aggressive manner. 

Now, for the Stripper guys, winter months are the 
best for them. Trolling lures, in depths 20-60 feet 
seems to be the preferred method of covering 
water for these hard fighting fish. Dropping free 
lined baits, (live), to them is also a great method 
to tease them into biting. 

No matter what species you chose to chase on this 
great lake of ours, be sure to donate to the BLA 
that works to keep this fishery clean and healthy 
for all to enjoy. Braving the temperatures in the 
winter can be rewarding, as some of the biggest 
fish are caught during these months. Keep your 
lines tight, and well see you on the water.

CALL US FOR DETAILS 
AT 423-207-6016

Family Oriented Marina 

Seasonal Cafe & Boat Rentals

Year Round Premium Covered Slips 
and Fuel Services

Hewitt Boat Lift Sales & Installation

Boat Detailing Services Available 

639 ROCKINGHAM RD, JOHNSON CITY,  TN 37615
Visit us online at:  

www.rockinghammarina.com 

SUPPORT OUR 
MARINAS

Boone Lake Marina  
(Patron Sponsor)
452 Sportsman Dock Rd.  
Piney Flats, Tn. 37686
423-391-7283  
www.boonelakemarina.com
 

Davis Marina
641 Buffalo Rd.   
Blountville, Tn.  37617
423-279-0013 - no website
“Boonies” is a full-service 
lakeside restaurant at Davis 
Marina. 
www.booniesmenue.com 

Jay’s Boat Dock 
(Patron Sponsor)
945 Pickens Bridge Rd. 
Gray, Tn.  37615
423-282-3522  
www.jaysboatdock.com
Cell Phone: 423-773-9236   
Nick›s Anchored on Boone 
Lakefront Restaurant at 
Jay›s Dock is open during 
the summer season.

Lakeview Marina
(Major Sponsor)
no website but they are on 
Facebook.  
474 Lakeside Dock Dr.  
Kingsport, Tn. 37663  
423-323-1054  Marker 2 
Grille and live band music 
on weekends.
 

Rockingham Marina
(Patron Sponsor)
639 Rockingham Rd. 
Johnson City, Tn. 37615
423-207-6016  
info@rockinghammarina.com  
Rockingham is a host of 
the Carefree Boat Club. 
 

Sonny’s Marina
109 One St. 
Johnson City, Tn. 37615
423-282-9440
www.thesonnysmarina.com 
The Krazy Chicken is a 
seasonal summer restaurant 
and live bands on the 
weekends



FREE TINTED WINDSHIELD AT

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE
IN KINGSPORT, TN!

30% OFF

LUXURY
GOLF 

CARTS 
UP TO 

SPECIAL OFFER!

LOW PAYMENTS!

Boating Safety Course
The Tri-Cities Boating Club announces the upcoming in-person 
America’s Boating Course 3rd edition (ABC3) to help residents 
of NETN to become better and safer boaters.  Successful 
completion of the course will save you money on boat 
insurance, and qualifies you for a state boat license or operator 
certificate in most states.

The course will be held one evening a week during April. The 

cost is $55.00 and includes the ABC comprehensive 250 page 
manual and exam.  Successful completion of this course does 
not replace the mandatory TWRA boating safety certificate 
requirement but will significantly aid in preparing for the TWRA 
exam.  For further information or to register contact: 

Fred Pinney at fpinney@fredpinney.com / 423-817-3459 or 

Allen Johnston at allenjohnston@me.com /423-366-0533.  
Space is limited.

The 2023 Annual Clean Up... “Cash for Trash” will 
be held Saturday April 29, 2023.  Come join your 
friends and neighbors and help make Boone Lake 
cleaner and safer for all.  $1000+ Major Sponsor 
opportunities are available.  Contact Laurie Spring at 
L.Spring@aol.com.

Celebrating 40 Years
We will be celebrating 40 years of service in keeping our lake clean 
and safe for all the lake lovers that enjoy all that Boone Lake has to 
offer.  The Association was established as a 501c3 in 1983 by a group 
of concerned citizens and is one of the oldest continuously operating 
environmental organizations in TN.  All of our supporters should be 
very proud of what we have accomplished and with your continued 
support, we look forward to serving you for another 40 years.

Then Now



Lake Ops:  Thank you Jay and Crew

Skimmer # 1 Ready for the Water

BLA Crew with a large load of debris

BLA crew setting up a boom Smoke on Boone

Crew using the hand crane to remove this water soaked log.

Tree Removal

BLA crew cutting up an extra large log

Wood! Wood! Wood!

Nic and John working the Wing Deer bank

Skimmer #1 Collection 
basket



BOONE LAKE 
ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 111
PINEY FLATS, TN  37686

Watching
the Waters

Boone Lake Association      
P.O. Box 111
Piney Flats, TN  37686

                
THANK YOU FOR CONTRIBUTING 

GENEROUSLY TO KEEP BOONE LAKE CLEAN

CONTRIBUTION LEVEL: Please print clearly
_____ $2500+ Patron Name: _________________________________________________
_____ $1000+ Major Sponsor Spouse/partner: _________________________________________  
_____ $500+ Sponsor Mailing Address: _________________________________________
_____ $250+ Partner City: ____________________________ State_______ Zip ________
_____ $100+ Supporter Email: _________________________________________________
_____ $50+ Contributor Telephone:______________________________________________
 Property Address ________________________________________
 n Contact me about volunteering.

                      www.boonelakeassociation.org

Please Donate by 
Check payable to Boone Lake Association
or on our website or by PayPal

Cleaning Boone Lake since 1983

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
KNOXVILLE, TN
PERMIT NO. 1

The Boone Lake Association is a not-for-profit 
501c3. Your contributions may be tax deductible 
in accordance with IRS regulations. Please check 
current rules for tax purposes as IRS tax codes may 
change. We appreciate your support! Every dol-
lar you contribute goes to helping to keep Boone 
Lake clean and safe for everyone’s enjoyment.

Join Us!




